


Phoenix Art & Design (PAD) is a platform dedicated to 
supporting and raising awareness for designers, artists 
and creatives in Sri Lanka and the region.

Phoenix Industries is committed to fostering culture for 
a better society. We have created PAD to be the voice 
of the cultural world by promoting Arts and Design, 
across all disciplines. PAD is a home for all those who 
use Arts & Design as a vehicle to express themselves 
and promote culture as a benefit for society.

PAD is designed to encourage the Artistic expression, 
to push boundaries, to challenge the established, 
change perceptions, and ultimately, to build a better 
future for our communities.



PAD AWARDS 2025 CATEGORIES

SHOTS FOR LIFE

For Photography Enthusiasts

PRODUCTS FOR LIFE

For Product Designers

BRANDS FOR LIFE

For Graphic Designers

SCOPE 
Participants were invited to explore the Theme “Connection/s”. It’s About the Bonds We Form -  
Not Just With People, But With Objects, Places, and Memories That Shape Us.

A Moment. A Possession. A Feeling.

What ties you to your world?





“In this photo, a Sri Lankan woman weaves countless 
threads to create handloom fabric, a craft she has 
inherited from generations. Each thread is more than 
just a piece of fabric; it is memory, labor, and identity. 
Her hands, controlled and practiced, somehow make an 
unspoken conversation with the threads, connecting the 
past and the present into a thing. This is a moment 
speaking of deeper connections between man and 
craft, culture, and material. The loom spans heritage 
and emotion, producing more than just garments.”

Amal Prasad



“While we used to play various games with adults in our 
childhood, today, both youth and adults are dependent 
on technology. This photo shows two age groups who 
have stopped playing and are using phones.”

W.M.T.M. Hemal Weerasinghe



“Women sit together, braiding each other’s hair, 
passing care & love from one generation to the next.”

Jan Mohammad Shaikh
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“I took this photo in Borella while I was with my friend shooting videos for my guitar solo 
tracks.”

Dileep Mann
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“In this photograph, learning becomes a bridge between darkness and light, between hope 
and possibility. Under a sky draped in silence, children gather in a narrow alley of 
mud-walled homes, their hands gripping chalk and candles. Each flickering flame is more 
than a source of light - it is a connection to dreams, to a future waiting to be written. The 
rough earthen walls, now transformed into blackboards, whisper stories of resilience and 
community. Here, education is not confined to classrooms; it thrives amidst the simplicity of 
rural life, fueled by the determination of young minds. This image captures the profound 
relationship between humans and their environment - how a place, however humble, can 
become a temple of learning when filled with purpose. It is a universal story of connection: 
between past and future, light and shadow, and the enduring human spirit.”

Soumayan Biswas
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“This connection is involuntary yet profound a forced marriage between body and prison cell. 
The light seeping through cracks isn’t salvation it’s a taunt. It highlights the cruel intimacy of 
captivity. How a person’s breath becomes tethered to walls, how dreams dissolve.”

Ramila Sri Hasakelum
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RUNNER-UP
2ND

“This image tells the quiet story of a child sitting behind wooden bars not in a prison, but in 
a moment that feels like one. Her eyes don’t just look out; they reach out. There’s a deep 
sense of longing in her gaze, as if she’s trying to connect with something beyond the 
darkness freedom, love, or maybe just a small piece of the world she can’t touch yet. Her 
hands hold the bars gently, not to escape, but as if she’s holding onto hope. Even though 
she’s alone, you can feel her connection to everything she misses or dreams about. The 
play of shadow and light pulls us into her silence, reminding us that connection isn’t always 
about touch or words. Sometimes, it’s just a look one that stays with you, long after the 
photo is gone.”

Imashi Madhubhani
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“This photo beautifully captures the theme of "Connections." Taken in Jaffna, Sri Lanka, it 
shows a quiet road stretching across the water, linking land to land. The rocks along the 
edge act as a strong foundation, while the power lines above and the blurred tail lights of a 
passing vehicle remind us that people are always on the move, reaching out, going home, 
or simply exploring. The sky, painted in soft blues and purples, blends the horizon into one 
peaceful moment, connecting nature with human life. It's a quiet reminder that even in 
stillness, we’re all linked by roads, by journeys, and by shared spaces.”

Woshan Sanjeewa
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“I have a shot that interprets the color theory of photography and shows how colors matter”

Abhigyan Patra
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“This image shows a man smoking a cigarette in the middle of the city's bustle and noise - 
still, collected, and present. The subtle conflict between belonging and loneliness relates to 
the idea of "connections." This moment encourages the viewer to stop and interact in an 
area where people frequently walk by without noticing one another. The cigarette turns into 
a delicate thread that unites people's lives despite differences in routine, culture, and class. 
It is a representation of routine, escape, and occasionally even dialogue, showing how silent 
bonds may form between strangers through shared habits.”

Majid Jahen
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“This photograph captures the poetic connection between nature’s forms and the human 
body. At first glance, the curves, textures, and droplets evoke the sensual lines of the 
human form, yet the subject is, in fact, a humble capsicum. Through the interplay of light 
and shadow, the image bridges the boundaries between plant and person, revealing how 
our minds instinctively seek patterns and relationships. The glistening droplets connect to 
themes of vitality, nourishment, and life’s shared essence. This visual dialogue reminds us 
that all living beings - whether rooted in soil or walking on earth - share fundamental 
similarities in structure, texture, and beauty. By merging two worlds in a single frame, the 
photograph invites viewers to reflect on the deep, often unnoticed, connections that bind 
nature and humanity into one continuous story.”

Ravikanth Buddiga
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“This photograph beautifully captures the purest form of human connection – the bond 
between siblings.... The elder brother, though still a child himself, carries the weight of 
responsibility by holding his younger sibling close....The way he supports the baby with a 
simple piece of cloth symbolizes resilience, sacrifice, and unconditional love. In a world 
where “connection” is often defined by technology and social media, this moment reminds 
us that the truest connections are built on care, protection, and shared struggles....”

Maruf Hussain
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“Title - Threads of Grain, Threads of Life My submission reflects the theme Connection/s by 
capturing the intimate bond between humans and the land that sustains them. The image 
portrays women working with harvested grain, an act that symbolises survival, tradition, and 
resilience. Each jute sack holds not just food, but also memories, labour, and cultural 
continuity. The women's gestures embody a timeless connection between soil and 
sustenance, between human effort and nature's generosity. This is not only a story of work 
but of relationship: people connected to their environment, to the tools they use, and to each 
other in their shared responsibility of feeding families and communities. The photograph 
expresses how such unseen connections shape lives, identities, and inner worlds across 
generations.”

Soumayan Biswas
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“A Window Between Worlds - Captured at Bambalapitiya Railway Station during evening 
rush hour, this photograph frames the sea and sunset through a crowded train door. In Sri 
Lanka, trains are more than transport - hey are living spaces where people share not only 
struggles but also joy, stories, and love. While some passengers are too weary to notice the 
beauty outside, others find connection inside: laughter, friendships, and culture. This image 
reflects the duality of life - routine and reflection, hardship and happiness. The open door 
symbolizes a bridge between chaos and calm, reminding us that connection exists 
everywhere, if only we pause to see it.”

Dilan Dananjaya
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“The theme connection/s to me meant connection between humans, more specifically, 
connections as kids. As kids, making friends seemed like the scariest thing in the world, and 
at the same time the easiest thing in the world. Simply joining in on a "game" and being 
invited back to play next time confirmed that a friendship had been made. Through my 
images, I want to show an example of this type of connection, a group of boys playing street 
football in a dusty field barefoot, with just a ball and the goal, and enough people to play 
with.”

Milesh De Silva
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“In the water, he cradles the morning’s gift: a silver fish glinting against his pink sleeve. The 
floral headscarf frames his focus as he lifts the stream’s living harvest from calm depths. 
Each scale reflects the sky’s muted grey, echoing clouds that guide his every cast. His hands 
offer both reverence and necessity, binding sustenance to tradition. In this single gesture, 
man and fish converge: predator and prize, respect and reliance. The water ripples with their 
shared story - of survival, skill, and symbiosis - revealing a timeless dialogue between 
human and nature, woven through the act of catch and cultural heritage at play.”

Joys Chokatte
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“This picture tells about the daily life of red chili workers. Drying and collecting chili's in 
scorching 40°c to 60°c heat in peak summer time. They are a undercover society of people 
who contribute in country but the mass don't know about them. This is there life as from 
doing this there homes are filled with joy as this is there livelihood. This is a pure Shots for 
Life”

Arkodeep Roy
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“Humans spend years building, experiencing, sometimes breaking, and strengthening 
connections". because of attachment to life. But there is only a temporary connection 
between humans and life, while there is an eternal connection with death. So one day, 
humans themselves abandon the "connections" they have worked so hard to build and 
prepare for death. (This random old woman started reading a book on the way to The 
Kalutara Bodhi in the morning on the train without even glasses. She reads a little while 
looking out the window. A lot of thought. I look at her closely. The sun is shining on her old 
face and body. She squints her eyes. After a while, the sun is very bright. She quickly covers 
her face with the book. Book of "Preparing the Mind at the Moment of Death" being a shield. 
After that, I believed she was slowly breaking most strong connection! ”

Ridmi Sirithunga
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“This photo reflects connection through prayer and love. The Taj Mahal, built as a symbol 
of eternal love, stands in the background, while the lone figure in prayer shows devotion in 
the present moment. Together, they create a bridge between human love and divine love. 
One carved in stone, the other whispered in silence. It is a reminder that true connection 
lives in both faith and love, timeless and unbroken.”

Fathima Isma Jawath
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“Through my lens, I witness a sacred dialogue between human and non-human, where an 
elderly hand rests gently on a cow’s brow. It is not merely an image of devotion, but of 
connection - an unspoken acknowledgment that our lives are intertwined with beings beyond 
ourselves. To touch, to pause, to surrender to this quiet intimacy is to belong to both place 
and moment. These bonds shape us, weaving identity through reverence, memory, and 
care. In such encounters, the boundary dissolves: the human is humbled, the non-human 
revered, and together they create a fleeting eternity that defines the soul’s inner world.”

Sreesailam Pasupula
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“This photograph was taken in Kochchikade during my travels, capturing a raw and 
powerful moment of survival. Amidst the heaps of discarded waste, people tirelessly collect 
recyclables to earn a living and feed their children. Alongside them, cattle and birds also 
forage, showing how even in the harshest conditions, life adapts and biodiversity persists. 
This scene speaks to resilience - the human struggle to create hope from hardship, and the 
interconnectedness of all living beings sharing the same space. It is a reminder that “life” 
exists in many forms, not just in beauty, but in endurance and coexistence.”

Saman Fernando
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“This photo captures multiple connections, beginning with the man in the white shirt, who 
appears to be the group's Leader or "Gurunnase". He is on a phone call, likely with a young 
performer's mother, reassuring her that her child is doing well - a primary connection. Thus 
establishing caring human connection between him and the young performer. The second 
connection is between the two performers in costume. The older, larger figure acts as a 
guardian, carefully guiding and supporting the younger performer. Finally, the masked 
performers themselves represent a connection to their culture and history. The image 
suggests a broader community connection, with other masked figures visible in the 
background, implying a collective performance like the Nawam Perahara. It’s a shared 
experience that unites everyone involved - performers and the audience - in a moment of 
cultural celebration. This is a create a focused and intimate moment, symbolizing the 
passing down of tradition and knowledge from one generation to the next and to a another, 
a classic example of great human connection.”

Upul Rodrigo
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“This image shows the fragile connection between people and nature. The man’s eyes are 
covered with red polythene, showing how we choose not to see the damage we cause. His 
body is wrapped in plastic, a sign of how waste surrounds our lives. On his head sits a dirty 
water bottle, reminding us of pollution and its effects on our world. Yet in his hands, flowers 
remain symbols of life and hope. The photograph asks: will we stay blind and let waste 
destroy our bond with nature, or open our eyes and choose to protect it? ”

Sasindu Pramuditha De Silva





Designed by
Yash Rungta



Designed by
Miley Singh



Designed by
G.H.G. Sathsarani
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Designed by
Imod Umesh
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Designed by
Pahan Dissanayake
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Designed by
Malwane Sobhitha 
Thero
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Designed by
Amaya Rodrigo



B E Y O N D
S O C I A L  A S S O C I A T I O N

Graphic
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Designed by
Asela Mihiranga
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Designed by
Didulana Lokugamage
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Designed by
Sahan Hewagama
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Designed by
Fathima Nusra Nazar
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Designed by
Mohamed Naflan
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Designed by
Nandunie Harischandra
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Designed by
Nisal Kodituwakku
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Designed by
Kaveesha Vihangi






